
School:	Central High School	Teacher: 	Troy Meeker
Phone:	(602) 764-7696	Website: 	www.centralhschoir.org 
Department: 	Performing Arts	Course Title:	Choir 1-8
Grade Levels: 	9, 10, 11, 12	Prerequisites:	None
No. of Credits:	Two-semester course, .5 credit per semester 

Course Description: 
This course is designed as a vocal experience for students in which they sing for enjoyment, develop vocal skills and read and study a wide variety of choral music. Students will perform with the group in public and may perform in small ensembles. Enrollment in the class obligates students to participate in all scheduled activities of the ensemble. Extra time outside of the regular school day is expected of all students for rehearsals and performances throughout the year. This course addresses the music standards at the Foundations level. Students must complete and pass semester one in order to participate in semester two, or with the approval of instructor.


Materials Required: 
Music and supplemental materials will be provided by the teacher; students will provide a binder/folder. Students are expected to bring a pencil, music, and additional class materials daily. There is a required class fee per semester for this course. Students may be assigned a bookstore debt due to loss or damage of school provided materials or equipment.


Attendance: 
It is vitally important for students to attend school. If you are not here then you cannot learn the material. Daily attendance in ensemble classes is important. The absence of a single student can directly affect the quality of the ensemble’s preparation and performance. An absence from a major after-school rehearsal may jeopardize the student’s opportunity to participate in the associated performance and/or may negatively affect the student’s grade.

The Phoenix Union High School District believes that daily participation in classroom instructional activities is essential to earning credit for every course.  Students may fail the class for the semester in any course when reaching a total of 12 excused/unexcused absences and after school documented interventions have been exhausted.


Grading System: 
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Accommodations and modifications will be made according to student IEP and 504 Plans. Quarter and semester grades will consist of:


Quarter:
30% Performances
30% Rehearsal Process / Skill Development
20% Written Assignments
20% Assessments
Semester:
45% First Quarter of the Semester
45% Second Quarter of the Semester
10% District Criterion Reference Test (CRT)



Make-up Policy: 
Students have the opportunity to make-up written work and/or skills assessments within the grading period as determined by the teacher. KKIS time is available for students to seek assistance with understanding and completing work. However, performance skills assessments must be scheduled with the teacher. Excused absences from performances may only be given make-up opportunities in extreme circumstances such as death, hospitalization, court-ordered appearance, and off-campus suspension. The make-up assignment will be determined by the teacher. 


Additional Site Agreed Upon Components:
This document addresses the elements of the course that are universal across the district. Each choir program may have additional items that are essential for student success. Such items may be included in an appendix to supplement this document.
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About Central Choir:
The CHS Choral Department is committed to excellence in the process of learning a variety of choral music literature.  Each year we study a variety of outstanding compositions from all periods and styles of music.  You owe it to yourself to approach each composition with an open mind and heart, ready to discover what it has to offer.  Sacred music is performed for its historical and artistic merit and not for its theological content.

Instructional curriculum includes methods for developing appropriate vocal production, choral blend and articulation, sight-reading and theory, performance and rehearsal decorum, as well as a strong focus on critical listening.

We will emphasize the art of working together and caring for others.  Singing in choir is much more than teamwork:  it is being part of a family.  Whether through daily rehearsals, performances, social events or travel, there is an ongoing opportunity and expectation for you to improve your interpersonal skills.

Sure, it’s hard work and it takes discipline, but it is worthwhile.  As with many things in life, you only get out of choir what you put into it.

Transportation Policy:
All choral students must leave and return via school transportation for out of school functions unless prior arrangements have been made with the director. Parent permission slips must be signed and returned before students are allowed to go on a field trip.

Class Fee:
The class fee is set by the school district. No child should be denied the opportunity to participate in choir due to a financial hardship. If these fees do cause a hardship, please speak with the director to see if other arrangements can be made.

There is a $15.00 class fee (per semester) for all students participating in choir. The class fee helps pay for music, t-shirts, rehearsal CD’s, uniform cleaning, and miscellaneous costs outside of the normal school supplies. This fee is to be paid at the bookstore and a copy of the receipt given to the student should be turned in to the choir department. This fee must be paid (or earned/waived) prior to participation in any choir event. 

There may be times when additional opportunities are available at an additional cost. This could include participation in festivals, fieldtrips, or other items and activities. If there is ever a financial concern please feel free to contact the director. 
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Uniform Policy:
Each student will receive a choir t-shirt (informal uniform) which the student will keep. These shirts will be worn for informal concerts and other events. In addition, each student is issued a formal concert uniform which may need to be hemmed. Under no circumstances should material be cut off of a uniform without prior permission. Hemming must be complete by 2 weeks prior to the first performance. Students who do not have proper clothing or fail to keep their assigned clothing cleaned and pressed will not be allowed to perform (this includes choir t-shirts). 

Students must remove piercings from eyes, noses and lips for all concerts; failure to do so will result in removal from concert and grade will be lowered. Earrings may be small studs or hoops no larger than a quarter. 

Any student with hair shoulder length or longer is expected to put their hair up and off the back of their neck. In addition, there should be no hair in their face. In choir, we emote with our facial expressions; it is very hard to see those expressions through hair. 

Uniforms will be distributed and returned on the day of a performance and/or travel. Students are responsible, and will be charged the full replacement cost, for loss or damage so PLEASE treat your uniform with the utmost care. All uniforms will be professionally cleaned at the end of each year to ensure that students are issued a clean uniform. 

Students are responsible for providing the following:
· Boys 
· White, long sleeve, dress shirt with collar
· Black socks
· Black dress shoes (tennis shoes are NOT acceptable)

· Girls 
· Black closed-toe flat or medium heel (no larger than 1 - 1 ½ inches)
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Parent/Guardian and Student Sign Off:

Student Name (Printed):			_______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed):		_______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number:		_______________________________________

I, ___________________________________, have read and understand the plan for success. 
                           (Student Signature)

I, ___________________________________, have read and understand the plan for success. 
                   (Parent/Guardian Signature)
